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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 56-57, and 61-67 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 11/04/2002 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application, which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of Patent No. 6,240,555 has been reviewed and is accepted. The 
terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 61-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for falling to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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In line 3 of claims 61 , 64-67; the term "the program" lacks of antecedent basis. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 56-57, 61-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Throckmorton et al. (US 5,818,441). 

Regarding claim 56, Throckmorton discloses system 34 for receiving and 
displaying primary data and associated data, comprising: 
Local Data storage; 

receiver 36 receives radio frequency waves from input 50; Receiver 36 demodulates the 
input signal and supplies the primary data stream signal over data path 52 to primary 
data rendering sub system 54 for presenting the primary data to the consumer, and the 
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associated data signal over data path 56 to associated data decoder 58. The decoder 
58 performs the functions of decoding the associated data form the delivery media. 
Associated data protocol manager 60 is coupled to decoder 58 and communication 
manager 66. Manager 60 extracts the different forms of associated data from the 
incoming digital data stream and converting them to a form that can be used by 
communication manager 66. The types of associated data protocol includes World Wide 
Web pages, closed captioning, stock quotes, sport scores, control command for 
microprocessor 38 to execute. Local data manager 84 receives commands from human 
interface 88 to retrieve associated data from local data storage 80 and send that data to 
human interface 88 for presentation to the consumer. For example, a "Web Browser" 
may be used to display data pages from the World Wide Web (the "WWW"). Providers 
of WWW browsers include Netscape Communication Corp., America Online, Spyglass 
and others (see figure 3 and col. 6, line 28- col. 8, line 15). Throckmorton further 
disclose system 34 comprises sub-system 74 for connecting to Internet, online service 
providers (see figure 4 and col. 8, line 16- col. 9, line 15). Inherently, system 34 
comprising: 
a memory; 

a processor programmed to determine whether the video content programs are 
interactive; 

a tuner to tune to channels carrying the video content programs; and 
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an Internet browser stored in the memory, the Internet browser being dynamically 
loadable for execution on the processor when the tuner is tuned to a channel carrying a 
video content program that is interactive. 

Regarding claim 57, Throckmorton teaches a system as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 56. Throckmorton further disclose system 34 comprises sub-system 
74 to allow a consumer to access online services. Associated data may consist of 
references such as URL which are WWW page references. Associated data may 
include references to Internet News Groups which are shared static messages grouped 
by topic which may be accessed. Associated data may also include references to 
Internet Relay Chat areas which a multi-person dynamic conversation streams that 
enable user to communicate by text messages. Or, associated data may include 
pointers to information on an online service such as America Online or Compuserve. 
Thus, a menu may list several references. And by clicking on a reference, the system 
actually connects to and retrieves the referenced infomation from the appropriate 
source (see figure 4 and col. 8, line 16- col. 9, line 15). Inherently, an electronic program 
guide (menu that lists several references) stored in the memory and executable on the 
processor to organize programming information, the EPG associating a target 
specifications to a target resources with a video content program; and the Internet 
browser activating the target resource when the tuner is tuned to the video content 
program. 
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Regarding claim 61 , Throckmorton discloses a method for transmitting primary 
data and associated data to system 34 wherein the associated data is a stream of 
generated separately from the primary data but having content that is relevant to the 
primary data in general and usually relevant to a particular program of primary data. 
Associated data is intended to enhance the utility of the primary data stream, but if it is 
not available, the primary data stream can stand on its own merits (see col. 3, lines 50- 
67) the system 34 comprising: 
Local Data storage; 

receiver 36 receives radio frequency waves from input 50; Receiver 36 demodulates the 
input signal and supplies the primary data stream signal over data path 52 to primary 
data rendering sub system 54 for presenting the primary data to the consumer, and the 
associated data signal over data path 56 to associated data decoder 58. The decoder 
58 performs the functions of decoding the associated data form the delivery media. 
Associated data protocol manager 60 is coupled to decoder 58 and communication 
manager 66. Manager 60 extracts the different forms of associated data from the 
incoming digital data stream and converting them to a form that can be used by 
communication manager 66. The types of associated data protocol includes World Wide 
Web pages, closed captioning, stock quotes, sport scores, control command for 
microprocessor 38 to execute. Local data manager 84 receives commands from human 
interface 88 to retrieve associated data from local data storage 80 and send that data to 
human interface 88 for presentation to the consumer For example, a "Web Browser" 
may be used to display data pages from the World Wide Web (the "WWW"). Providers 
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of WWW browsers include Netscape Comnnunication Corp., America Online, Spyglass 
and others (see figure 3 and col. 6, line 28- col. 8, line 15). Throckmorton further 
disclose system 34 comprises sub-system 74 for connecting to Internet, online service 
providers (see figure 4 and col. 8, line 16- col. 9, line 15). Inherently, the method 
comprising determining if the program is interactive compatible, where an interactive 
compatible program is associated with target resources containing data which supports 
interactive functionality in conjunction with the program, the target resources being 
located by corresponding target specifications; and 

in an event that the program is interactive compatible, retrieving a target specification 
associated with the program and dynamically launching an Internet browser to activate 
the target resource in support of interactive functionality for the program. 

Regarding claim 62, Throckmorton teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 61 . Throckmorton further discloses Communication manager 66 
receives data from several different types of communication devices such as telephone 
modems, ISDN modems, cable modems, wireless modems satellite modems, broadcast 
TV, radio and the like (see col. 6, line 60- col. 7, line 12); real time trigger 76 accepts 
commands sent as part of the associated to display a page of information without the 
user asking for it; and at any time, the consumer may browse the data stored in local 
data storage. The data will have been selected to provide an enhanced viewing 
experience. For example, difficult to find data sources providing historical background to 
a program will have been previously researched by the associated data provider and 



Application/Control Number: 09/349,638 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2611 

sent as associated data (see col. 7, line 20- col. 8, line 15). Inherently, the target 
specifications are correlated with the program in a program listing and comprising: 
checking the program listing to ascertain whether the program is interactive compatible; 
and determining that the program is interactive compatible by presence of a target 
specification being associated with the program in the program listing. 

Regarding claim 63, the claim limitation is directed toward embody the method of 
claim 61 in a "computer programmed". It would have been obvious to embody the 
procedure of Throckmorton discussed with respect to claim 61 in a "computer 
programmed" in order that the instruction could be automatically performed by a 
processor. 

Regarding claim 64, Throckmorton discloses a method for transmitting primary 
data and associated data to system 34 wherein the associated data is a stream of 
generated separately from the primary data but having content that is relevant to the 
primary data in general and usually relevant to a particular program of primary data. 
Associated data is intended to enhance the utility of the primary data stream, but if it is 
not available, the primary data stream can stand on its own merits (see col. 3, lines 50- 
67) the system 34 comprising: 
Local Data storage; 

receiver 36 receives radio frequency waves from input 50; Receiver 36 demodulates the 
input signal and supplies the primary data stream signal over data path 52 to primary 
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data rendering sub system 54 for presenting the primary data to the consumer, and the 
associated data signal over data path 56 to associated data decoder 58. The decoder 
58 performs the functions of decoding the associated data form the delivery media. 
Associated data protocol manager 60 is coupled to decoder 58 and communication 
manager 66. Manager 60 extracts the different forms of associated data from the 
incoming digital data stream and converting them to a form that can be used by 
communication manager 66. The types of associated data protocol includes World Wide 
Web pages, closed captioning, stock quotes, sport scores, control command for 
microprocessor 38 to execute. Local data manager 84 receives commands from human 
interface 88 to retrieve associated data from local data storage 80 and send that data to 
human interface 88 for presentation to the consumer. For example, a "Web Browser" 
may be used to display data pages from the World Wide Web (the "WWW"). Providers 
of WWW browsers include Netscape Communication Corp., America Online, Spyglass 
and others (see figure 3 and col. 6, line 28- col. 8, line 15), Throckmorton further 
disclose system 34 comprises sub-system 74 for connecting to Internet, online service 
providers (see figure 4 and col. 8, line 16- col. 9, line 15). Inherently, the method 
comphsing: determining if the program is interactive compatible by checking a channel 
separate from the program channel for presence of the supplemental content in 
conjunction with the program being received on the program channel, where an 
interactive compatible program is associated with target resources (associated provider) 
containing data which support interactive functionality in conjunction with the program, 
the target resource being located by corresponding target specifications; and in an 
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event that the program is interactive compatible, retrieving a target specification 
associated with the program and dynamically launching an Internet browser to activate 
the target resources in support of interactive functionality for the program. 



Regarding claim 65, Regarding claim 61, Throckmorton discloses a method for 
transmitting primary data and associated data to system 34 wherein the associated data 
is a stream of generated separately from the primary data but having content that is 
relevant to the primary data in general and usually relevant to a particular program of 
primary data. Associated data is intended to enhance the utility of the primary data 
stream, but if it is not available, the primary data stream can stand on its own merits 
(see col. 3, lines 50-67) the system 34 comprising: 
Local Data storage; 

receiver 36 receives radio frequency waves from input 50; Receiver 36 demodulates the 
input signal and supplies the primary data stream signal over data path 52 to primary 
data rendering sub system 54 for presenting the primary data to the consumer, and the 
associated data signal over data path 56 to associated data decoder 58. The decoder 
58 performs the functions of decoding the associated data form the delivery media. 
Associated data protocol manager 60 is coupled to decoder 58 and communication 
manager 66. Manager 60 extracts the different forms of associated data from the 
incoming digital data stream and converting them to a form that can be used by 
communication manager 66. The types of associated data protocol includes World Wide 
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Web pages, closed captioning, stock quotes, sport scores, control command for 
microprocessor 38 to execute. Local data manager 84 receives commands from human 
interface 88 to retrieve associated data from local data storage 80 and send that data to 
human interface 88 for presentation to the consumer. For example, a "Web Browser" 
may be used to display data pages from the World Wide Web (the "WWW"). Providers 
of WWW browsers include Netscape Communication Corp., America Online, Spyglass 
and others (see figure 3 and col. 6, line 28- col. 8, line 15). Throckmorton further 
disclose system 34 comprises sub-system 74 to allow a consumer to access online 
services, associated data may consist of references such as URL which are WWW 
page references. Associated data may include references to Internet News Groups 
which are shared static messages grouped by topic which may be accessed. 
Associated data may also include references to Internet Relay Chat areas which a 
multi-person dynamic conversation streams that enable user to communicate by text 
messages. Or, associated data may include pointers to information on an online service 
such as America Online or Compuserve. Thus, a menu may list several references. And 
by clicking on a reference, the system actually connects to and retrieves the referenced 
infomation from the appropriate source (see figure 4 and col. 8, line 16- col. 9, line 15). 
Inherently, the method comprising: determining if the program is interactive compatible, 
where an interactive compatible program is associated with target resources containing 
data which support interactive functionality in conjunction with the program, the target 
resources being located by corresponding target specifications; and displaying an icon 
to visually inform the viewer that the program is interactive compatible; and in an event 
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that the program is interactive compatible, retrieving a target specifications associated 
with the program and launching an Internet browser to activate the target resource in 
support of interactive functionality for the program. 

Regarding claim 66, Throckmorton teaches a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 65, Throckmorton further discloses by clicking on a reference, the 
system actually connects to and retrieves the referenced information from the 
appropriate source (see col. 9, lines 12-14). As a result, the interactive supplemental 
content is displayed in response to the viewer activating the icon (reference). 

Regarding claim 67, Throckmorton teaches a system as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 64. Throckmorton further disclose realtime trigger 76 accepts 
command sent as part of the associated data to display a page of information without 
the user asking for it. The output of realtime trigger is a command sent over data path 
87 to human interface 88 which causes the page of information to be displayed. For 
example, a broadcaster may want viewers to see a certain page of information as part 
of a program that is being viewed (see col. 7, lines 21-29). Inherently, the interactive 
supplemental content is automatically display together with the interactive compatible 
program. 



7. Claims 56, 61 , 64-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Harrison (US 5,694,163). 
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Regarding claim 56, Harrison discloses a system for receiving and displaying 
continuous video content programs wherein the chat TV signal is inserted into a 
television program TV signal to provide an encoded TV signal. The encoded signal 
is broadcast over the airwaves on a television channel and received by a computer. 
At the computer, the encoded TV signal is separated into an audio/visual portion and 
an encoded data portion. The television program is displayed in video window on the 
computer display screen; and the chat encoded data is displayed in chat room 
window of the screen, a telephone back channel is provided at a user computer that 
allows connection to an on-line service provider via the computer modem. If chat text 
is detected as being typed input at the computer's keyboard, the connection is made 
by dialing the on line service to initiate participation in the on going chat (see col. 2, 
line 53-col. 3, line 34). Inherently, the computer comprising: 
a memory; a processor programmed to determine whether the video content 
programs are interactive; a tuner to tune to channels carrying the video content 
programs; and an Internet browser stored in the memory, the Internet browser being 
dynamically loadable for execution on the processor when the tuner is tuned to a 
channel carrying a video content program that is interactive. 

Regarding claims 61 , 64, the limitations of the method corresponds to the 
limitations of the system being claimed in claim 56 and are analyzed as discussed in 
the rejection of claim 56. 
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Regarding clainn 65, Harrison teaches a method as discussed in the rejection of 
claim 64. The chat window reads on the "icon" being claimed. 

Regarding claim 66, Harrison teaches a method as discussed in the rejection of 
claim 65. Harrison further discloses the computer is automatically makes a 
connection to the on-line service if the user choose to participate at some point 
during the chat session by typing chat text at the computer keyboard (see col. 3, 
lines 28-34). Inherently, the method comprises displaying the interactive 
supplemental content in response to the viewer activating the "icon." 

Regarding claim 67, Harrison teaches a method as discussed in the rejection of 
claim 65. Harrison further discloses the viewers who do not desire to participate or 
do not have the capability of participating in a chat can view the contents of the chat 
by watching associated data transmitted with the television signal (see col. 3, lines 
12-16). Therefore, the method comprises automatically displaying the interactive 
supplement content together with the interactive compatible program. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Schindler et al. (US 5,675,390) teaches home entertainment system combining 
complex processor capability with a high quality display. 

Judson (US 5,572,643) teaches web browser with dynamic display of information 
objects during linking. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Son P Huynh whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1889. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for 
regular communications and 703-872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number 
is 703-306-0377. 



Son P. Huynh 
January 8, 2003 




ANDREW FAILE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



